Crusader Band Instruments

Various Makers

Crusader #1: One example has been found with the Crusader
name along with a knight’s head and “M&R Co.” This is a
stencil horn made by Bohland & Fuchs of Austria and

probably dates to the 1930s (photo top right from Horn-u-
copia.net).

Crusader #2: A trademark application by Jean Anthony Greif
(1897-1981) dated 7/18/42 was for Crusader instruments

with first use given as 6/1/37. These were sold in Idaho,
Washington, and Oregon.

Jean Greif (photo 2) was a theater musician who had
moved to those three states during the 1920 to 1950 period
and may have sold some through his cousin Irvin Greif
(1907-1975; photo 3), who had a music store in Payette, ID
by 1950.

A 1943 lawsuit by Greif against Sears stated that they were
copying his Crusader name and using the same designs.
No actual instruments linked to him have been found.

Crusader #3: The Sears catalog of 1940 introduced the new
Crusader cornet, trumpet, and trombone (below & bottom
right). These continued in the 1942 catalog. This matches
with the period of the Greif lawsuit in 1943.
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The logos shown in the catalog images match examples
found that were stencils made by Cavalier, a subsidiary of
Pan American and Conn in Elkhart.

Crusader cornet #54522 ¢.1940 (below & top right)

Crusader trumpet & trombone (3&4 on r. from Horn-u-copia.net)




